
VERNON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MINUTES 

June 21st, 2022 
 

County Board Chair, Lorn Goede, called the June 21st, 2022, meeting of the Vernon County Board of 

Supervisors to order at 9:30 a.m., in the Vernon County Boardroom of the Court House Annex.  

Meeting was also by Zoom.  

 

County Clerk, Jody Audetat, affirmed there had been proper public notice of the meeting. 

 

Audetat called roll call with 19 members present or on Zoom.  

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 6. Acceptance of Minutes from prior meetings: Motion by Olson, 2nd by 

Taylor, to approve the minutes of the April 19th, 2022, and May 24th, 2022, meetings as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.  

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 7. Audience to Visitors: Al Buss, Town of Kickapoo, introduced and 

explained the Vernon County Energy District to the board.  

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 8. Announcements: Felton announced his resignation from Supervisor 

District 7 due to a business conflict.  

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 9. A. WCA County Officials Training: WCA training, “Key Elements to 

Be Aware of as a County Board Member”, was given by Sarah Deidri-Kasdorf regarding 

parliamentary procedure, running effective meetings, ethics, open meetings law, walking quorums, 

and public records law. 

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 10. A. Administrator’s Report: Cari Redington gave updates – the 2021 

Audit has begun, introduced the new Finance Manager, Bobbi Johnson, budget updates, challenges 

with recruiting and wage scale/COLA adjustments, and is reviewing health insurance benefits.  

 

Short break at 11:03 am. Reconvene at 11:15 am.  

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 11. Petitions: None. 

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 12. Approval of Advisory Committee/Commission/Board Appointments: 

Redington presented and explained document, “Proposal for Advisory Committees, Boards, and 

Commissions”. Motion by Bringe, 2nd by Stanek, to approve the appointments listed on “Proposal for 

Advisory Committees, Boards, and Commissions”. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 13. Resolutions – Action Items:  

 

RESOLUTION NO: 2022 – 21 

Sheriff’s Office Reimbursement Fees 

 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff is required by Statute to serve civil process papers, conduct Sheriff 

sales, Replevin actions, house Huber Law prisoners and provide special duty deputies under 

certain circumstances; and 

 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin law allows the Sheriff to charge reimbursement fees as set by the 

County Board of Supervisors; and 

 



WHEREAS, the current approved fees were last examined and approved in 2018 and 

implemented in 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff, Chief Deputy and Jail Administrator recommend adjustments be 

considered of certain established areas of reimbursement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s fees are intended to off-set taxpayer expense, are deposited into the 

general fund, and on April 14, 2022 recommended the following updates; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vernon County Board of Supervisors that 

effective January 1, 2023 the Sheriff’s Office reimbursement rates be established and adjusted as 

follows:  

 

Civil Process Fee (per person):      $100.00 

Additional person(s) each at same address:       $25.00 

Additional fees per service attempt over three:      $30.00 

Rush fee:           $50.00 

Sheriff Sale Posting Fee and Conducting Sale fee (no refunds):            $150.00  

Replevin fee:         $150.00 

Deputy Stand by Fee per hour:                   $65.00 

Huber Law Boarding Fee:         $16.00  

Huber Law Boarding Fee (transfer inmate):       $20.00 

  

Special Duty Officers (including redacting time):                $60.00-$70.00 

Electronic Monitoring with or without alcohol sensor:     $22.00 

Jail Booking Fee: (Felony, Forfeiture or Misdemeanor):     $50.00 

Video Reproduction (Legal Discovery):       $20.00 

Audio Reproduction (Legal Discovery):       $20.00  

Photo CD/DVD          $20.00  

Copy of Report - $5.00 minimum;  (OR .25 cents per page)       $5.00  

Impound Fee                    $150.00 

Fingerprinting Fee             $5.00  

Drug Test           $25.00 

PBT fee             $5.00 

 

Recommended for consideration by the full County Board  

Sheriff’s Committee, by Cary Joholski, Chairperson 
Sheriff Spears explained. Motion by Jacobson, 2nd by Pedretti, to approve the resolution. Motion 

carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

RESOLUTION NO: 2022 – 22 

Proposed Northern Grain Belt Port Statistical Area 
(Encompassing 11 Counties in Wisconsin and Minnesota adjacent to the Mississippi 

River) 
 

What is a Port Statistical Area (PSA)? 

 A port statistical area (PSA) can be defined as a geographical region on the coast 

or on a segment of waterway with a concentration of port infrastructure and/or 

barge terminals at its core and has close ties with nearby multi-modal transportation 



facilities. Linear port statistical areas, such as the upper Mississippi, have been 

established in other areas of the country. 
 

• PSAs are neither legally incorporated as a city or town nor are they legal 

administrative divisions like counties or separate government entities. 

• Many PSAs have no single municipality holding a substantially dominant 

position and many include several counties.  

• PSAs are defined by the Waterborne Commerce Statistical Center (WCSC).  

• PSAs do not impact current or future port commissions, authorities or districts, 

and are only used by federal government agencies for statistical reporting 

purposes. 

• PSAs do not have taxing or bonding authority. 

• The main purpose of a PSA is to accurately report and capture transportation 

data. 

 

Why is the Northern Grain Belt PSA is being proposed? 

The only Principal U.S. Inland Port on the Upper Mississippi (Marine Highway 35) north 

of Locks and Dam 10 is the St. Paul Port Authority, MN. The impact of no other 

federally recognized ports north of Locks and Dam 10 is that all the tonnage in the 

eleven-county bi-state (Minnesota and Wisconsin) area is not reported or attributed 

to a federally recognized port. The oversight under-represents the economic value 

(value of waterborne commerce) generated by the bi-state area above Locks and 

Dam 10 on the Mississippi River. The oversight also reduces opportunities for direct 

and indirect investment into the region’s multi-modal transportation infrastructure 

and natural infrastructure.  
 

Once the Northern Grain Belt PSA is established, it is anticipated to be a top 100 

inland port (based on tonnage handled). This federal recognition of the Northern 

Grain Belt PSA will better represent the economic value generated by the bi-state 

region.  
 

What are the benefits of being designated a Port Statistical Area?  

Benefits of being designated a Port Statistical Area include: 

o Statistically represent the region as a federally recognized multi-modal 

port. 

o Inform regional multi-modal transportation planning efforts. 

o Support regional marketing and economic development efforts. 

o Raise the area’s profile to improve regional, national, and global 

visibility and competitiveness. 

o Create a regional multi-modal transportation infrastructure identity. 

o Support sustainability planning efforts. 

o Serve the bi-state area and all communities (disadvantaged and 

economically distressed) as an economic development tool within the 

region.  

Additionally: 

• The State of Wisconsin and Minnesota (DOTs) recognize and have expressed 

support for the Northern Grain Belt PSA. 



• The designation does not preclude or prevent other county economic, 

development or transportation arrangements and agreements. 

• Port Statistical Areas have been designated in counties adjacent to the 

Mississippi River in Iowa, Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, and Ohio. 

 

What is the process to become a Port Statistical Area? 

To be considered for designation of a PSA, an application must be submitted to the 

U.S. Waterborne Commerce Statistical Center by a non-federal sponsor. The 

Mississippi River Regional Planning Commission (regional planning organization for 

nine counties in western Wisconsin) has agreed to be the non-federal agency (lead 

agency) to apply for PSA designation. The Mississippi River Regional Planning 

Commission will coordinate support of counties and ports within the proposed 

boundaries of the Northern Grain Belt Port Statistical Area. At a minimum, the 

application is required to include resolutions of support from the eleven counties 

with in the proposed Northern Grain Belt PSA. Additional letters of support or 

resolutions from ports, agencies and local governments is welcomed. 
 

What is being requested of counties in the effort to be designated the Northern Grain 

Belt Port Statistical Area? 

The only request of counties is the adoption of a resolution in support of creating the 

Northern Grain Belt Port Statistical Area. There is no financial support or commitment 

required from counties. Adopting a supporting resolution does not obligate the 

county to future financial obligations regarding the Northern Grain Belt PSA. A 

county resolution template is attached.   



 

 

For information on the proposed Northern Grain Belt PSA please contact:  

Bob Gollnik, Senior Planner | Mississippi River Regional Planning Commission 

bob@mrrpc.com | 612.720.1852 

 

                                   VERNON COUNTY RESOLUTION 2022-22 

A resolution of and by V ern o n  County, Wisconsin supporting the creation of the 

statistical boundaries of the Northern Grain Belt Port Statistical Area.  
 
 

WHEREAS, the collection of waterborne commerce statistics pertaining to rivers, harbors, 

and waterways and the compilation and publication of such data by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers are required by federal law; and 

 

WHEREAS, creation of the statistical boundaries of the Northern Grain Belt Port Statistical 

Area more accurately reflect the regiona l  waterborne commerce activity and increase tonnage 

recorded by the Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center a n d  the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Navigation and Civil Works Decision Support Center, a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  ranking o f  the 



Port S t a t i s t i c a l  A r e a  among t h e  inland ports in the United States further supporting local 

economic development and regional transportation planning; and 

 

WHEREAS, creation of the Northern Grain Belt Port Statistical Area would better 

differentiate the Upper Mississippi River and Great Lakes Ports data in both 

Wisconsin and Minnesota; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed creation of the statistical boundaries will provide the opportunity 

for marketing and in investment opportunities which could lead to job creation and economic 

growth for Vernon County, Wisconsin; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Vernon County, Wisconsin supports the port 

statistical boundary creation of the Northern Grain Belt Port Statistical Area  between the 

Upper Mississippi River Confluence with the St. Croix River and the Wisconsin River to include 

the entire riverfront of Vernon County on the Upper Mississippi River.  Said support extends 

for statistical d a t a  r e p o r t i n g  purposes only and not to any waterways organization or 

further control of the Upper  Miss i ss ippi  River ,  nor  does the port statistical area 

designation impact any existing or future public port, terminal, or economic development 

authorities, nor does it require commitment of any county resources. 

 
Peter Fletcher, Executive Director, La Crosse Area Planning Commission, explained. Motion by Ofte, 

2nd by Bringe, to approve the resolution. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 14. Ordinances: None.  

Chair Goede moved to Item 15. Memorials: None.  

Chair Goede moved to Item 16. Remonstrances: None.  

Chair Goede moved to Item 17. Reports of Standing or Special Committees: None.  

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 18. Unfinished Business: Henry would like to explore having meetings 

recorded.   

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 19. Next Meeting Date is the third Tuesday of the month, July 19th, 

2022, at 9:30 a.m.  

 

Chair Goede moved to Item 20. Agenda Items for Next Meeting: Budget deficit. Forestry report.  

 

With the meeting concluded, a motion was made by Eggen, 2nd by Easterday, to adjourn.  

Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 11:37 a.m.  

 

CERTIFICATION 

State of Wisconsin ( 

                               (   

County of Vernon  (                          Office of the Vernon County Clerk 

I, Jody Audetat, County Clerk of Vernon County, Wisconsin, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the 

statements above are a correct report of all actions and decisions of the Vernon County Board of 

Supervisors at the meeting of June 21st, 2022, as indicated in transcription taken personally by me. 

(Seal) 

/s/ Jody Audetat                                                                                                                                      

Vernon County Clerk        


